CHAPTER XII
,    MARATHAS IN SOUTHERN INDIA
neither mr. grant duff nor any of the native writers of
Marathi Bakhars have given much attention to the fortunes of
the Maratha colony in the far South at Tanjore, though the Mara-
tha dominion there was of an older date than in many other parts
of India, and the family which ruled at Tanjore for nearly two
centuries, 1675-1855, was closely allied to the founder of the
Maratha power in Western India. The chequered story of this
distant and ill-fated principality confirms our view that the strength
of the Maratha power lay essentially in its union as a confederacy.
Those who held themselves aloof from this union of interests and
national sympathy were not allowed a place in Maratha history
proper, either by native or foreign writers. The moral of this
unnatural separation has a mournful interest which enforces atten-
tion. The importance of the permanent influence exercised by this
distant military settlement of the Marathas on the banks of the
"Kaveri" can be best judged by a study of the census statistics of
1881, which show that the Maratha population in the Madras
Presidency was nearly 230,000, to which we might add 20,000
more for Mysore and Cochin and Travancore, making a total of
two lakhs and a half, distributed as follows:—
 (1)	Ganjam
 (2)	Vizagapatam
 (3)	Godavari
Krishna
NeUore
Cuddapah
Kurnool
Bellary
Chaingalpat

 (10)	North Arcot
 (11)	South Arcot
 (12)	Tanjore
 (13)	Trichanapoly
 (14)	Madura
 (15)	Tinnenelly
 (16)	Satem.
 (17)	Coimbatore
 (18)	Nilgiris
 (19)	Malabar
 (20)	South Kanara
 (21)	Madras aty
 (22)	Padukota   .
 205
364
634
1,414
807
3,973
4,081
14,169
1,635
11,662
1,957
14,421
1,766
1,943
837
7,906
2,550
730
6,107
147,390
4,238
660
There is thus not a district in that Presidency which has not
a small Maratha colony of settlers who have permanently made
it their home. South Kanara and Malabar, Cochin and Travancore,

